Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ADDIS 12079 03IOOIZ 
67 

ACTION AE-08 

INEO OCT-OI EUR- 1 2 NBA- 10 ISO-00 10-13 CIAE-00 DODE-00 

PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 

SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 EB-07 ACDA-07 MC-02 /106W 

105653 

R 030745Z DEC 76 
EM AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1887 
INEO AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 

CONEIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 12079 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: LIBYA'S POLICY CONCERNING DJIBOUTI 

REF: A. STATE 289560 (NOTAL), B. TRIPOLI 1511 (NOTAL), C. 

PARIS 28039, D. ADDIS ABABA 11018 (NOTAL) 

1. ONLY INEORMATION EMBASSY HAS AVAILABLE ON LIBYAN POLICY 
VIS-A-VIS DJIBOUTI IS APPARENT RENCH REFUSAL TO ALLOW LIBYANS 
OPEN CONSULATE DJIBOUTI REPORTED REETEL C. 

2. ONLY MAJOR EVENT IN ETHIO-LIBYAN RELATIONS WE AWARE OE 
IN PAST SIX MONTHS IS UNSCHEDULED VISIT BY ALI TRAYKI TO ADDIS 
OCTOBER 11-12. DURING STOPOVER TRAYKI CALLED ON PMAC CHAIR- 
MAN TEEERI BANTE. REASON EOR VISIT WAS SUBJECT CONSIDERABLE 
SPECULATION IN ADDIS DIPLOMATIC CORPS, BUT NO SUBSTANTIVE 
DETAILS OR EVEN GOOD RUMORS HAVE SUREACED. 

3. GOL ASSISTANCE TO ERITREAN INSURGENCY CONTINUES TO BE MAJOR 
STUMBLING BLOCK TO IMPROVEMENT ETHIOPIAN-LIB YAN RELATIONS. 
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MANY LOCAL DIPLOMATS ACCORDINGINLY SPECULATE THAT, AS MEANS 
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OF GAINING ETHIOPIAN SUPPORT FOR LIBYA VIS-A-VIS SUDAN- 
SAUDI-EGYPTIAN TRIANGLE, TRAYKI MAY HAVE INDICATED LIBYAN 
WILLINGNESS TO REDUCE OR SUSPEND ENTIRELY ITS FINANCIAL 
BACKING AND ARMS SHIPMENTS TO ELF-PLE. IN EACT, LIBYAN 
DIPLOMATS HERE HAVE TOLD FRENCH POINTBLANK THAT GOL IS 
NO LONGER PROVIDING SUCH MILITARY ASSISTANCE. IF THESE 
REPORTS HAVE ANY SUBSTANCE, IT IS NOT INCONCEIVABLE THAT 
POSSIBILITY OP GOL SUPPORT POR ETHIOPIAN POSITION ON 
TFAI MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN DISCUSSED DURING TRAYKI VISIT. 

ON OTHER HAND, ONE ETHIOPIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY OPFICIAL 
HAS VEHEMENTLY DISAVOWED TO EMBOPP ANY LIKELIHOOD OP 
IMPROVED ETHIO-LIBYAN RELATIONS, CLAIMING THAT "ETHIOPIA 
IS NOT SO STUPID AS TO BECOME FOIL FOR YET ANOTHER LIBYAN 
MACHINATION INVOLVING HER NEIGHBORS, WITH WHOM ETHIOPIA 
HAS NO BASIC QUARREL". 
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